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all the tribes south of them as far even as the Caro-
linas and Georgia. All their trails of conquest led
across Pennsylvania.

The Germans in their expansion at first seem
to have followed up the Schuylkill Valley and its
tributaries, and they hold this region to the pres-
ent day. Gradually they crossed the watershed
to the Susquehanna and broke into the region of
the famous limestone soil in Lancaster County, a
veritable farmer's paradise from which nothing will
ever drive them. Many Quaker farmers pene-
trated north and northeast from Philadelphia into
Bucks County, a fine rolling and hilly wheat and
corn region, where their descendants are still found
and whence not a few well-known Philadelphia
families have come.

The Quaker government of Pennsylvania in
almost a century of its existence largely fulfilled
its ideals. It did not succeed in governing with-
out war; but the war was not its fault. It did
succeed in governing without oaths. An affirma-
tion instead of an oath became the law of Penn-
sylvania for all who chose an affirmation; and
this law was soon adopted by most American
communities. It succeeded in establishing reli-
gious liberty in Pennsylvania in the fullest sense